Notes on use for the ATTC-Tree Care

Structure of this document

The "Additional Technical Terms of Contract and Guidelines for Tree Care"
(ATTC-Tree Care, in German: ZTV-Baumpflege), issued by the For-
schungsgesellschaft Landschaftsentwicklung Landschaftsbau e. V. (FLL)
correspond with the German Additional Technical Contract Conditions (ATV),
§ 1 (2) No. 4 VOB/B.

These accord with the structure of the General Technical Terms of Cont
for Construction Work (ATV) and include the contractual provisions.

The ATTC-Tree Care must be agreed between the client and’—ﬁ‘/@ctor
ical

in each individual case and supplements the General Tec ontract
Terms (ATV).

In this updated edition, sections 2 and 3 contain regul at automatical-
ly become part of the contract once the ATT iﬁ, d. Supplementary
explanations, recommendations and guideli rewot included in these
sections.

L4

Section 0 does not form part of the gontgact, but rather provides information
for the client to assist with the co ion of the technical specification, the
monitoring, and the approval of gérvicesand sets out the instructions to spec-

ify services that go beyond, er deviate from, section 3 (so-called guidelines).

All guidelines can be found new ATTC-Tree Care (ZTV-Baumpflege
2017) set out in section 0 (inthe 2006 edition they were printed in italics in

sections 2 and 3). @
Instructions for Q

Sections 0 a so structured that the same headings are found in both
sections. F, more, the last two digits in the numbering of the sections are
always | |. Section 3 is to be read alongside the corresponding section

@%3 defines the standard services. Section 0 contains all options, modi-
ions, and variations to the standard services, required by the client on

unest from the customer when preparing the specification.



Overview of defined services of Tree Care:

Leistung

Abschnitte

Formative pruning of young trees

0.2.2.1 and 3.2.1

Crown maintenance/crown cleaning

0.2.2.2and 3.2.2

Crown lifting

0.2.2.3and 3.2.3

Deadwood removal

0.2.24 and 3.2.4

Removal of Trunk and basal sprouts 0.2.2.5and 3.2.
Topiary/Architectural [new] 0.2.2.6 and
Pollarding [new] 0.2.2.74and

Reduction pruning (single branches, parts oft he
crown, crown)

Immediate Action on damaged crowns following
unforeseeable events (e. g. tornado, ice break-
age) [new]

1 and 3.3.1

2.3.2and 3.3.2

ple epicormic branches or stems

0.2.3.3and 3.3.3

Restoration pruning of damaged trees with (u:ti-,

Crown cabling & 0.2.4and 3.4
Tree supports, propping of brancl'é 0.2.5and 3.5
Stabilization of cracked trunk a and forks 0.2.6 and 3.6
Treatment of wounds [ne 0.2.7 and 3.7
0.2.8 and 3.8
0.2.9and 3.9

0.2.10 and 3.10

Tree n on construction sites

0.2.11 and 3.11

A ion oft he root zone

0.2.12 and 3.12

A
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Notes for the user

Any interes may freely use the technical regulations issued by the FLL. An obligation to apply
these guideli may arise from any legal, administrative or contractual regulation or from any other

legal reqUire ts.

LL g%es are the result of voluntary technical and scientific cooperative work. The principles and
s applied when establishing these guidelines mean they can be considered technically correct.
FLLNguidelines are an important source of expertise for professional behavior in standard working
situations. However, they cannot include all special cases for which additional or restrictive measures

may be required. Nevertheless, they present a benchmark for faultless technical behavior. This
benchmark is also significant in the context of the law.

FLL guidelines are intended to be a “recognized code of practice”.

Using the FLL guidelines does not diminish the user’s responsibility for their own actions. Everyone is
liable for his or her own actions. Everyone acts at his or her own risk. Anyone who identifies a mistake
or ambiguity, which may lead to a wrong application of these guidelines, is requested to report it im-
mediately to the FLL to ensure any flaws can be eliminated.

Modal auxiliary verbs (e. g. shall, should, must) and their meanings are of particular significance to
gain a clear understanding of the regulations. See information in DIN 820 “Standardization”.
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Preface

The first draft of the German “ZTV-Baumpflege” (ATTC-Tree Care) was devel-
oped in 1981. Further editions followed in 1993, 2001, 2006 and 2017. It cor-
responds to the current state of science and the experience of practice, so that
it can be regarded as a recognized technical regulation in the sense of the
German Construction Contract Procedures (VOB). The 2006 edition was
translated into English and was published in 2007. The translation of the |
German edition of this regulation is hereby available and replaces t

edition.

Over the years, tree care has continued to evolve. Research r@?and prac-
tical experience have gradually brought new insights. While the™987 edition
was still dominated by tree surgery, the subsequent editi radually elimi-
nated the substantial components of tree surgery. Th ded, for exam-
ple, the flush cut, the installation of drainage tube t% of wood preserva-
tives for wound treatment and the milling out 0&2 e trunk. Instead, tree
biology has been increasingly taken into account, implementation of pro-

fessional crown pruning has become mor tailed and the execution of non-
invasive crown cabling has moved into t cus)of this regulation.

The present ATTC-Tree Care has deenqeavily revised in terms of content.
Formative pruning of young trees,1opiary and pollarding, immediate actions on
damaged tree crowns followi foreseeable events (like tornadoes, ice
storms), along with the remova% binding and stem protection material on
young trees, have been newly taken up or regulated in more detail. Crown
thinning, regenerative pr nd crown safety pruning are no longer part of
this issue. Furthermo?b@wn anchoring is no longer included in the ATTC-
Tree Care.

The ATTC-Treg=Care is not a textbook. It contains contract texts for tenders.
The differe u‘@ ters are designed for the tendering practice in Germany.
This regula@c also be used in other countries. It is important to note that
the indi\% ee care activities are described in two chapters: in 0 and 3. For
exa own reduction can be found in both 0.2.3.1 and 3.2.1. Chapter 3

Imp ntation) defines the standard service. Chapter 0 (Directions for the
wlation of Service Specifications) contains all further possibilities and var-
iations to the standard work, which the client can add or change when drawing
up the service description. All information in chapter 0 is therefore to be under-
stood as a checklist for the planning of tree care work. Also important for the
planning is chapter 2 (Materials, Components). Chapters 1 and 4 deal mainly
with contract law in Germany. The appendix contains many technical explana-
tions and a comprehensive chapter with definitions.



This means that in chapters 2 (Materials, Components) and 3 (Implementa-
tion) only agreements can be made which are clearly understood by both con-
tracting partners and do not leave room for interpretation. In former editions,
chapter 3 often used words such as “if necessary”, “when needed” or “should”
like in a text book. But such formulations do not belong in a contractual
agreement, because the scope of services is not clearly defined. For this rea-
son, all sections regarding the use of the modal auxiliary verbs had to be criti-
cally reviewed and revised. The specific measures in chapter 3 now include

phrases such as "may not," “must be taken”, or “shall be cut.” This is unam-
biguous and meets the requirements of an ATTC.

This issue represents a completely new ATTC-Tree Care. We thank@em-
bers of the Editorial Board “ATTC-Tree Care” and the FLL workifig gr “Tree
Inspections/Tree Care” as well as the special experts involvedyfor their coop-
eration and commitment to the further development of tree care.

We would be pleased if the ATTC-Tree Care also con outside of Ger-

many to making tree care more professional and hel eserve our trees in
the future.

Bonn, June 2021 Q/

/é&b{ - 4’
Prof. Dr. Dirk Dujesiefken

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Kias
President of the FLL Q@ Chair Editorial Board ATTC-Tree Care

Q‘b
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Introduction — Tree Care Objectives

The vitality of trees is governed by the development possibilities and activities
of their above and below ground plant components. The species-appropriate
and functional development of trees in urban areas and in close proximity to
roads is particularly affected by inadequate site conditions (e. g. soil compac-
tion, sealing), improper species selection, mechanical damage to the crown,
trunk or roots (e. g. collision damage, excavations, overfilling), mistakes d
cultivation, planting or maintenance as well as environmental influence -
tion, winter services, climate change).

In order to counteract the resulting undesirable developments, g’? minimize
the necessary interventions, regular, professional tree care mea s must be
introduced at an early stage to develop, maintain and re trees to vitality
and to safeguard traffic. The aim is to work towards lon ealth and safe-
ty in trees, starting with a forward-looking formativ, of young trees. In
all development phases of the tree, the respectu%&are procedures are to
be determined within the framework of regular inspections. Then, taking into
account the issues of wildlife protectiong#the &aquired individual tree care
measures must be determined.

For physiological reasons, prunin easWres are generally to be carried out
during the vegetative phase (optimally between leaf development and autumn

coloring). ?“
The aim of proper and regular tree@ care is the preservation, promotion and res-
toration of vital and sufﬁcie@afe trees.

To check the conditi
kontrollrichtlinien”
spection Guideli

trees regarding safety requirements, see “Baum-
aumuntersuchungsrichtlinien” from the FLL, [“Tree In-
' and “Tree Assessment Guidelines”].

The “Emp en fur Baumpflanzungen — Teil 1 and 2” as well as
“Gultebegti gen von Baumschulpflanzen” from the FLL [‘Recommenda-
tions e Planting — Part 1 and 2” and “Quality Specifications for Tree
Nurs ock” give guidance for the planning and site preparation for tree
W as well as for planting work, planting pits and root zone expansion.





